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In fact, Mr. Crummies, who could never lose any opportunity
for professional display, had turned out for the express purpose of
taking a public farewell of Mcholas ; and to render it the more
imposing, he was now, to that young gentleman's most profound
annoyance, inflicting upon him a rapid succession of stage embraces,
which, as everybody knows, are performed by the embracer's
laying his or her chin on the shoulder of the object of affection, and
looking over it. This Mr. Crummies did in the highest style of
melo-drama, pouring forth at the same time all the most dismal forms
of farewell he could think of, out of the stock pieces. Nor was
this all, for the elder Master Crummies was going through a similar
ceremony with Sinike; while Master Percy Crummies, with a very
little second-hand camlet cloak, worn theatrically over his left
shoulder, stood by, in the attitude of an attendant officer, waiting to
convey the two victims to the scaffold.

The lookers-on laughed very heartily, and as it was as well to put
a good face upon the matter, Nicholas laughed too when he had
succeeded in disengaging himself; and rescuing the astonished
Smike, climbed up to the coach roof after him, and kissed his hand
in honour of the absent Mrs. Crummies as they rolled away.

CHAPTER XXXI.

OF RALPH NICKLEBY AND NEWMAN NOGGS, AND SOME WI8B
PRECAUTIONS, THE SUCCESS OK FAILURE Off WHICH WILL
APPEAE IN THE SEQUEL.

IN blissful unconsciousness that his nephew was hastening at the
utmost speed of four good horses towards his sphere of action, and
that every passing minute diminished the distance between them,
Ralph Nickleby sat that morning occupied in his customary avoca-
tions, and yet unable to prevent his thoughts wandering from time
to time back to the interview which had taken place between
himself and his niece on the previous day. At such intervals, after
a few moments of abstraction, Ralph would mutter some peevish
interjection, and apply himself with renewed steadiness of purpose
to the ledger before him, but again and again the same train of
thought came back despite all his efforts to prevent it, confusing
him in his calculations, and utterly distracting his attention from
the figures over which he bent. At length Ralph laid down his
pen, and threw himself back in his chair as though he had made
up nia mind to allow the obtrusive current of reflection to take its